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Biodiversity Building Blocks for 
Policy
Standardising biodiversity data for improved policymaking
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The global biodiversity crisis 
requires rapid, reliable and 

repeatable biodiversity 
monitoring data which decision 

makers can use to evaluate 
policy.

About

Such information – from local to 
global level and within relevant 

timescales – calls for an 
improved integration of data 
on biodiversity from different 

sources.

B-Cubed is standardising 
access to biodiversity data,

empowering policymakers to 
address the impacts of 

biodiversity change.

Challenges Opportunities Aim
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Essential Biodiversity Variables (EBVs)
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Practical implementation

Aggregation
Filtering
Data cleaning
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Project structure
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CBD targets on invasive alien 
species
Practical use of the data cubes



Biodiversity Building Blocks for policy

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
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Data cubes to monitor invasions

Chromolaena odorata (L.) 
R.M.King & H.Rob. 
Observed in South Africa
by Mahomed Desai (licensed under 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
/))
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AlienRoE.jl as a practical implementation (under development!)

GRIIS 
checklist
+
decision 
logic

(Spatially explicit) indicator

Models
Buba, Y., Kiflawi, M., McGeoch, 
M. A.,& Belmaker, J. (2024). 
Evaluating models for 
estimating introduction rates of 
alien species from discovery 
records.Global Ecology and 
Biogeography, 33, e13859. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/geb.13859
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WE NEED YOU!! Open questions

● Reporting needs: how, what form…?
● Additional datasets to accommodate?
● Data format and data use?
● Validation?
● …

And most importantly: how do you like to get started with data cubes?
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Thank you!

This project receives funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe Research and Innovation Programme
(ID No 101059592). Views and opinions expressed are those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of 
the European Union or the European Commission. Neither the EU nor the EC can be held responsible for them.

Maarten Trekels
maarten.trekels@plantentuinmeise.be

Photo by Viridiflavus - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4956453b-cubed.eu @BCubedProject B-Cubed Project
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