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“There was no prior agreement or arrangement, no time to pack. Our fathers were in 
Johannesburg or working on the mines. It was only the women and children at home. This was a 
terrible tragedy in our lives. We lost our identity. We even lost our traditional leader − he was 

taken away to become a leader under another chief.”
Livingstone Makuleke











• Sidney Miller appointed to 
rehabilitate and excavate Thulamela
• Hired 10 masons from the local Venda 

and Tsonga communities
• Thulamela cleaned and rock collapse 

removed
• Parts of the site were excavated or brush 

excavated
• Rebuilt 350m of walls, moved over 2000 

tons of rock

• Burials and gold
• Two burials were found and a trove of 

gold
• Research came to focus largely only on 

these finds
• All else was never fully reported

Excavations begin: 
1993-1998















‘The most 
magical’



Forgetting Thulamela

Momentum subsided and the walled city was 
left alone in the hills of the Luvuvhu valley





I am grateful to the Makuleke 
Community for welcoming us to 

their lands, SANParks for 
supporting our research, 

especially Richard Sowry for all of 
his assistance, Return Africa for 
their continued support, and the 

National Research Foundation for 
financial aid. I would like to thank 
Peter Delius, Linell Chewins and 

Jaco van der Spuy for their roles in 
this study so far, and Sian Clark 

for the footage.

Thank you for 
listening
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