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Who am I?
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Troy Meston (Yuwaalaraay/Gamilaroi: First Nations Research Lead) has 
over the past 20 years, advised governments and national agencies on issues 
related to  Indigenous health and education, researched AI and digital 
learning, climate justice, community radio, and trauma and neuroscience.



The Gulbali Institute
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Impactful and Innovative Agriculture, Water and Environment 
Research

At the Gulbali Institute, we are proud to be gifted our 
name Gulbali ngurambang which translates "to understand 
country" from the Wiradjuri First Nations as the guiding principle 
of how we do our work to create impactful agriculture, water and 
environment research, grounded in Charles Sturt’s footprint 
across the Murray-Darling Basin, but with impact across 
Australia and globally.



Our priorities
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The Murray-
Darling Basin: 
Source to Sea
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Why First Nations Water Management 
Sciences Matter
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Climate, Power & the Basin
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Relationality not Commodity

The Aboriginal kinship system 
recognises the connections, not just 

between humans, but between humans 
and all other life. nothing exists in 

isolation, and every entity—be it rock, 
tree, river, or human—is intrinsically 

linked through a complex web of 
relationships. 

"Everyone has a place in this system, 
and by knowing this place, people know 

their rights and responsibilities—to 
provide another with food, to care for a 

specific story or site, to punish a 
wrongdoer.“

(Kwaymulina & Kwaymulina, 2012)
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Frontiers of the Basin

https://www.abc.net.au/news/elections/refere

ndum/2023/results/map
https://c21ch.newcastle.edu.au/colonialmassacre

s/map.php



Research & First Peoples
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A list of the remains comprising the Berry Collection compiled 

in 1987, before any repatriations were made, documented 

more than 700 human skeletal remains. Prior to their return, 

Indigenous skulls and mandibles made up three-quarters of 

the collection. Over sixty remains of juveniles and infants were 

represented, including at least four skeletons of Australian 

Indigenous children.



Toward Social-Ecological Synergy
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First Nations Research Policy
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First Nations Co-design
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Implementation
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Flow-MER



Native Grains
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Our research is showing that real sustainable 
water resource management must consider and 
include the needs of vulnerable people and 
ecosystems, especially in a changing world. 

To achieve this, those most at-risk must be key 
stakeholders across all parts of the water 
resources management process. 
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Lessons for International Source to 
Sea
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