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It's not just about the animals —
monitoring the impacts of SANParks week,

Kruger Natlonal Park DURING SANPARKS WEEK DOES NOT NEGATIVELY IMPACT
OVERNIGHT GUESTS

Text by Louise Swemmer, Wonder Ndlazi, Kirsty Redman, Phephile Maboya & Lucas Sibuyi “WE COMLE every year durine » '
Photos by Louise Swemmer -

SANParks week, and we cone other

times as well. we ave all pmsﬁmers,
Last weelke we went Ln Phalaborwa.

Today we are golng in Orpen.”

The impact of SANParks week goes beyond the increas-
ing numbers of participants (currently 50 000 people par-
ticipate each year nationally) and interviewing visitors
revealed that the majority of visitors are from villages
and towns adjacent to the park (78%) and had visited
Kruger previously (82%). Although visitors wanted to
see (and subsequently enjoyed seeing) animals during
their visit, many were hoping to also meet new people
and see new places, with the swimming pools a high-
light of many visits.

“I have conne to see and meet people,
todmg magbe [ will finadt a frienol

from Sweden or Canada...”

ANParks Week does not extend to overnight guests.

SANParks week visitors from a village near Tzaneen, - . : Ho_wev_er, researgh shows that people V\{hO were
looking forward to another enjoyable day in Kruger. ‘ i overnighting at the time were not negatively impacted
ANParks Week started in 2007 as one of several Currently, about 50 000 people visit the park from local h.: : g on their tourism experience due to the increased visi-

mechanisms to re-connect people to the cultural villages and towns during SANParks week. # _ AN tors. Visitors also suggested extending SANParks week
and natural heritage within parks. Historical conser- toinclude a weekend, to allow for people who work and
vation-based injustices distanced people from parks with school-going children to also participate. Learning
in South Africa and efforts such as SANParks Week E new things and building social connections make people
build bridges across park borders, especially for people SANParks Week visitors from Phalaborwa area, showing ~happy, and this research suggests that SANParks week is
neighbouring parks. their free of charge entry permit. making that happen.




