
Appendix 9 - Species list: Birds 
 
Bird species recorded in the Garden Route National Park. Sources: Bird numbers follow Maclean 
(1985). Nomenclature follows Hockey et al. (2005). Key: * = unpublished record. † = rare or vagrant. 
Published distribution records used were Skead & Liversidge (1967), Robinson (1976), Bower & 
Crawford (1983), Hanekom et al. (1987), McIlleron (2002a), McIlleron (2003a), Whittington (2004), 
Martin et al. (2000) and Randall et al. (2007).  
 
No. Scientific Name Common Name   
 
SPHENISCIDAE (Penguins) 
3 Spheniscus demersus African Penguin   
5 Eudyptes chrysolophus Macaroni Penguin † 
 
PODICIPEDIDAE (Grebes)  
6 Podiceps cristatus  Great Crested Grebe    
7 Podiceps nigricollis Black-necked Grebe 
8 Tachybaptus ruficollis Little Grebe    
 
DIOMEDEIDAE (Albatrosses) 
10 Diomedea exulans Wandering Albatross †   
11 Diomedea cauta Shy albatross   
12 Diomedea melanophris Black-browed Albatross   
14 Diomedea chlororhyncus Yellow-nosed Albatross   
 
PROCELLARIIDAE (Petrels, Shearwaters)  
17 Macronectes giganteus Southern Giant-Petrel   
18 Macronectes halli Northern Giant-Petrel   
20 Thalassoica antarctica Antarctic Petrel  
21 Daption capense Pintado Petrel    
23 Pterodroma macroptera Great-winged Petrel    
28 Halobaena caerulea Blue Petrel    
29 Pachyptila vittata Broad-billed Prion     
31 Pachyptila turtur Fairy Prion    
32 Procellaria aequinoctialis White-chinned Petrel   
33 Procellaria cinerea Grey Petrel   
35 Puffinus gravis Great Shearwater    
37 Puffinus griseus Sooty Shearwater    
 
HYDROBATIDAE (Storm-Petrels)  
42 Hydrobates pelagicus European Storm-Petrel    
44 Oceanites oceanicus Wilson's Storm-Petrel    
 
PELECANIDAE (Pelicans) 
50 Pelecanus rufescens Pink-backed Pelican † 
 
SULIDAE (Boobies, Gannets) 
53 Morus capensis Cape Gannet   
 
PHALACROCORACIDAE (Cormorants) 
55 Phalacrocorax lucidus White-breasted Cormorant    
56 Phalacrocorax capensis Cape Cormorant   
58 Phalacrocorax africanus Reed Cormorant    
59 Phalacrocorax coronatus Crowned Cormorant †   
 
ANHINGIDAE (Darters) 
60 Anhinga melanogaster African Darter    
 
FREGATIDAE (Frigatebirds) 
61 Fregata minor Greater Frigatebird *†    



 
ARDEIDAE (Egrets, Herons, Bitterns) 
62 Ardea cinerea Grey Heron    
63 Ardea melanocephala Black-headed Heron    
64 Ardea goliath Goliath Heron 
65 Ardea purpurea Purple Heron    
66 Egretta alba Great Egret    
67 Egretta garzetta Little Egret    
68 Egretta intermedia Yellow-billed Egret    
69 Egretta ardesiaca Black Heron † 
71 Bubulcus ibis Cattle Egret    
72 Ardeola ralloides Squacco Heron 
76 Nycticorax nycticorax Black-crowned Night Heron     
77 Gorsachius leuconotus White-backed Night Heron †   
78 Ixobrychus minutis Little Bittern 
 
SCOPIDAE (Hammerkop) 
81 Scopus umbretta Hamerkop    
 
CICONIIDAE (Storks) 
83 Ciconia ciconia White Stork     
84 Ciconia nigra Black Stork † 
 
THRESKIORNITHIDAE (Ibises, Spoonbills) 
91 Threskiornis aethiopicus African Sacred Ibis    
93 Plegadis falcinellus Glossy Ibis 
94 Bostrychia hagedash Hadeda Ibis    
95 Platalea alba African Spoonbill    
 
PHOENICOPTERIDAE (Flamingos) 
96 Phoenicopterus ruber Greater Flamingo   
96 Phoenicopterus minor Lesser Flamingo    
 
DENDROCYGNIDAE (Whistling ducks)  
99 Dendrocygna viduata White-faced Duck † 
100 Dendrocygna bicolor Fulvous Duck 
101 Thalassomis leuconotus White-backed Duck 
 
ANATIDAE (Ducks, Geese) 
102 Alopochen aegyptiacus Egyptian Goose    
103 Tadorna cana South African Shelduck    
104 Anas undulata Yellow-billed Duck    
105 Anas sparsa African Black Duck    
106 Anas capensis  Cape Teal 
107 Anas hottentota Hottentot Teal 
108 Anas erythrorhyncha Red-billed Teal    
112 Anas smithii  Cape Shoveler 
113 Netta erythrophthalma  Southern Pochard 
116 Plectropterus gambensis Spur-winged Goose 
117 Oxyura maccoa Maccoa Duck 
    
 
SAGITTARIIDAE (Secretarybird) 
118 Sagittarius serpentarius  Secretarybird † 
 
ACCIPITRIDAE (Typical Raptors, Old World Vultures, Osprey) 
126 Milvus aegyptius Yellow-billed Kite    
127 Elanus caeruleus Black-shouldered Kite    
128 Aviceda cuculoides African Cuckoo Hawk †    
136 Aquila pennatus Booted Eagle    



139 Lophaetus occipitalis Long-crested Eagle     
140 Polemaetus bellicosus Martial Eagle     
141 Stephanoaetus coronatus African Crowned Eagle   
147 Gypohierax angolensis Palm-nut Vulture †    
148 Haliaeetus vocifer African Fish-Eagle    
149 Buteo vulpinus Steppe Buzzard    
150 Buteo trizonatus Forest Buzzard    
152 Buteo rufofuscus Jackal Buzzard    
155 Accipiter rufiventris Rufous-chested Sparrowhawk    
157 Accipiter minullus Little Sparrowhawk     
158 Accipiter melanoleucus Black Sparrowhawk    
160 Accipiter tachiro African Goshawk    
165 Circus ranivorus African Marsh-Harrier   
168 Circus maurus Black Harrier †   
169 Polyboroides typus African Harrier-Hawk    
170 Pandion haliaetus Osprey    
 
FALCONIDAE (Falcons) 
171 Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon   
172  Falco biarmicus  Lanner Falcon  
173 Falco subbuteo  Eurasian Hobby  
181 Falco rupicolus Rock Kestrel    
 
PHASIANIDAE (Francolins, spurfowl, Quail) 
190 Pternistis africanus Grey-winged Francolin    
192 Pternistis levaillantii Red-winged Francolin    
195 Pternistis capensis Cape Spurfowl    
198 Pternistis afer Red-necked Spurfowl    
200 Coturnix coturnis Common Quail    
 
NUMIDIDAE (Guiniiefowls)  
203 Numida meleagris Helmeted Guineafowl    
 
GRUIDAE (Cranes) 
208 Anthropoides paradiseus Blue Crane   
 
RALLIDAE (Fluftails, Rails, Crakes, Gallinules, Swamphens, Moorhens, Coots) 
210 Rallus caerulescens  African Rail 
213 Amaurornis flavirostris Black Crake    
217 Sarothrura rufa Red-chested Flufftail    
218 Sarothrura elegans Buff-spotted Flufftail    
221 Sarothrura affinis Striped Flufftail   
223 Porphyrio madagascariensis  African Purple Swamphen     
226 Galliunula chloropus Common Moorhen    
228 Fulica cristata Red-knobbed Coot    
 
HELIORNITHIDAE (Finfoots) 
229 Podica senegalensis African Finfoot    
 
OTIDIDAE (Bustards) 
231 Neotis denhami Denham’s Bustard †   
 
JACANIDAE (Jacanas) 
240 Actophilornis africanus African Jacana    
 
HAEMATOPODIDAE (Oystercatchers) 
243 Haematopus ostralegus  Eurasian Oystercatcher † 
244 Haematopus moquini African Black Oystercatcher   
 
 



CHARADRIIDAE (Plovers, lapwings) 
245 Charadrius hiaticula Common Ringed Plover    
246 Charadrius marginatus White-fronted Plover    
248 Charadrius pecuarius  Kittlitz’s Plover     
249 Charadrius tricollaris Three-banded Plover    
254 Pluvialus squatorola Grey Plover   
255 Vanellus coronatus Crowned Lapwing    
257 Vanellus melanopterus Black-winged Lapwing   
258 Vanellus armatus Blacksmith Lapwing    
 
SCOLOPACIDAE (Snipes, Godwits, Curlews, Whimberels, Stints, Sandpipers, Ruff, Turnstones, 
Phalaropes) 
262 Arenaria interpres Ruddy Turnstone     
263 Xenus cinereus  Terek Sandpiper † 
264 Tringa nebularia Common Sandpiper    
266 Tringa glareola Wood Sandpiper    
269 Tringa stagnatilis Marsh Sandpiper    
270 Tringa nebularia Common Greenshank    
271 Calidris canutus Red Knot    
272 Calidris ferruginea Curlew Sandpiper    
274 Calidris minuta Little Stint    
281 Calidris alba Sanderling    
284 Philomachus pugnax Ruff    
286 Gallinago nigripennis  African Snipe     
289 Numenius arquata Eurasian Curlew    
290 Numenius phaeopus Common Whimbrel    
 
RECURVIROSTRIDAE (Stilts, Avocets) 
294 Recurvirostra avosetta Pied Avocet 
295 Himantopus himantopus  Black-winged Stilt    
 
BURHINIDAE (Thick-knees) 
297 Burhinus capensis Spotted Thick-knee    
298 Burhinus vermiculatus Water Thick-knee    
 
LARIDAE (Skuas, Gulls, Jaegers, Skimmers, Terns, Noddies)  
307 Stercorarius parasiticus Parasitic Jaeger    
310 Catharacta antarctica Subantarctic Skua †    
312 Larus dominicanus Kelp Gull    
315 Larus cirrocephalus Grey-headed Gull    
316 Larus hartlaubii  Hartlaub's Gull † 
322 Sterna caspia Caspian Tern   
324 Sterna bergii Swift Tern    
326 Sterna sandvicensis Sandwich Tern    
327 Sterna hirundo  Common Tern    
328 Sterna paradisaea Arctic Tern    
330 Sterna dougallii Roseate Tern   
332 Sterna fuscata  Sooty Tern † 
334 Sterna balaenarum  Damara Tern † 
338 Chlidonias hybridus  Whiskered Tern  
339 Chlidonias leucoptera  White-winged Tern 
 
COLUMBIDAE (Pigeons, Doves) 
349 Columba guinea Speckled Pigeon    
350 Columba arquatrix African Olive-Pigeon    
352 Streptopelia semitorquata Red-eyed Dove    
354 Streptopelia capicola Cape Turtle-Dove    
355 Streptopelia senegalensis Laughing Dove    
356 Oena capensis  Namaqua Dove  
358 Turtur chalcospilos Green-spotted Dove    



359 Turtur tympanistria Tambourine Dove     
360 Aplopelia larvata Lemon Dove    
 
 
MUSOPHAGIDAE (Turacos) 
370 Tauraco corythaix Knysna Turaco    
 
CUCULIDAE (Old World Cuckoos) 
374 Cuculus canorus  Common Cuckoo † 
377 Cuculus solitarius Red-chested Cuckoo    
378 Cuculus clamosus Black Cuckoo     
382 Clamator jacobinus Jacobin Cuckoo     
384 Chrysococcyx cupreus African Emerald Cuckoo    
385 Chrysococcyx klaas Klaas's Cuckoo    
386 Chrysococcyx caprius Diederik Cuckoo     
 
CENTROPODIDAE (Coucals)  
391 Centropus superciliosus Burchell's Coucal    
 
TYTONIDAE (Barn Owls, Grass Owls) 
392 Tyto alba Barn Owl    
393 Tyto capensis  African Grass-Owl  
 
STRIGIDAE (Typical Owls) 
394 Strix woodfordii African Wood-Owl    
395 Asio capensis Marsh Owl     
400 Bubo capensis Cape Eagle-Owl †    
401 Bubo africanus Spotted Eagle-Owl    
402 Bubo lacteus  Verreaux's Eagle-Owl † 
 
CAPRIMULGIDAE (Nightjars) 
404 Caprimulgus europaeus  European Nightjar †    
405 Caprimulgus pectoralis Fiery-necked Nightjar    
406 Caprimulgus rufigena  Rufous-cheeked Nightjar † 
 
APODIDAE (Typical swifts)  
412 Apus barbatus African Black Swift    
415 Apus caffer White-rumped Swift    
416 Apus horus Horus Swift     
417 Apus affinis Little Swift    
418 Apus melba Alpine Swift    
421 Cypsiurus parvis  African Palm-Swift † 
 
COLIIDAE (Mousebirds) 
424 Colius striatus Speckled Mousebird    
426  Urocolius indicus  Red-faced Mousebird  
 
TROGONIDAE (Trogons) 
427 Apaloderma narina Narina Trogon    
 
CERYLIDAE (Cerylid Kingfishers) 
428 Ceryle rudis Pied Kingfisher    
429 Megaceryle maxima Giant Kingfisher    
 
ALCEDINIDAE (Alcedinid Kingfishers) 
430 Alcedo semiorquata Half-collared Kingfisher   
431 Alcedo cristata Malachite Kingfisher    
 
DACELONIDAE (Dacelonid Kingfishers)  
435 Halcyon albiventris Brown-hooded Kingfisher    



 
MEROPIDAE (Bee-eaters)  
438 Merops apiaster  European Bee-Eater † 
917 Merops albicollis White-throated Bee-Eater † 
 
CORACIIDAE (Typical Rollers) 
446 Coracias garrulus  European Roller † 
 
UPUPIDAE (Hoopoes)  
451 Upupa africana African Hoopoe    
 
PHOENICULIDAE (Wood-hoopoes) 
452 Phoeniculus purpureus Green Wood-Hoopoe    
 
BUCEROTIDAE (Typical Hornbills)  
460 Tockus alboterminatus Crowned Hornbill †    
 
INDICATORIDAE (Honeyguides) 
474 Indicator indicator Greater Honeyguide    
475 Indicator variegatus Scaly-throated Honeyguide    
476 Indicator minor Lesser Honeyguide     
478 Prodotiscus regulus Brown-backed Honeybird     
 
PICIDAE (Woodpeckers, Wrynecks) 
480 Geocolaptes olivaceous Ground Woodpecker    
484 Campethera notata Knysna Woodpecker   
486 Dendropicos fuscescens Cardinal Woodpecker *    
488 Mesopicos griseocephalus Olive Woodpecker    
 
ALAUDIDAE (Larks, Sparrowlarks)  
505 Pinarocorys nigricans  Dusky Lark † 
 
HIRUNDINIDAE (Swallows, Martins) 
518 Hirundo rustica Barn Swallow     
520 Hirundo albigularis White-throated Swallow    
521 Hirundo atrocaerulea Blue Swallow   
523 Hirundo dimidata Pearl-breasted Swallow    
526 Hirundo cucullata Greater Striped Swallow    
529 Hirundo fuligula Rock Martin    
530 Delichon urbica Common House-Martin    
532 Riparia riparia Sand Martin    
533 Riparia paludicola Brown-throated Martin   
534 Riparia cincta  Banded Martin  
536 Psalidoprogne holomelaena Black Saw-wing     
 
CAMPEPHAGIDAE (Cuckooshrikes) 
538 Campephaga flava Black Cuckooshrike    
540 Coracina caesia Grey Cuckooshrike    
 
DICRURIDAE (Drongos)  
541 Dicrurus adsimilis Fork-tailed Drongo    
 
ORIOLIDAE (Old World Orioles)  
545 Oriolus larvatus Black-headed Oriole    
 
CORVIDAE (Crows, Ravens) 
547 Corvus capensis Cape Crow    
548 Corvus albus Pied Crow    
550 Corvus albicollis White-necked Raven    
 



 
PYCNONOTIDAE (Bulbuls, Nicators) 
566 Pycnonotus capensis Cape Bulbul    
569 Phyllastrephus terrestris Terrestrial Brownbul    
572 Andropadus importunus Sombre Greenbul    
 
SYLVIIDAE (Leaf-Walbers, Babblers, Walbers) 
631 Acrocephalus baeticatus African Reed-Warbler    
635 Acrocephalus gracilirostris Lesser Swamp-Warbler    
638 Bradypterus baboecala Little Rush-Warbler    
640 Bradypterus sylivaticus Knysna Warbler   
641 Bradypterus victorini Victorin's Warbler    
643 Phylloscopus trochilus Willow Warbler    
644 Phylloscopus ruficapillus Yellow-throated Woodland-Warbler   
661 Sphenoeacus afer Cape Grassbird    
 
CISTICOLIDAE (African Warblers) 
645 Apalis thoracica Bar-throated Apalis    
657 Camaroptera brachyura Green-backed Camaroptera    
664 Cisticola juncidis  Zitting Cisticola  
669 Cisticola subruficapilla Grey-backed Cisticola    
677 Cisticola tinniens Levalliant's Cisticola    
681 Cisticola fulvicapilla Neddicky    
683 Prinia subflava Tawny-flanked Prinia  
686 Prinia maculosa Karoo Prinia    
 
MUSCICAPIDAE (Thrushes, Robins, Chats, Old World Flycatchers) 
577 Turdus olivaceus Olive Thrush    
581 Monticola rupestris Cape Rock-Thrush 
587  Oenanthe pileata Capped Wheatear  
589 Cercomela familiaris Familiar Chat    
596 Saxicola torquata African Stonechat    
598 Cossypha dichroa Chorister Robin-Chat    
601 Cossypha caffra Cape Robin-Chat    
606 Pogonocichla stellata White-starred Robin    
613 Cercotrichas leucophrys White-browed Scrub-Robin †  
689 Muscicapa striata Spotted Flycatcher    
690 Muscicapa adusta African Dusky Flycatcher    
698 Sigelus silens Fiscal Flycatcher    
 
MONARCHIDAE (Crested Flycatchers, Paradise Flycatchers) 
708 Trochocercus cyanomelas Blue-mantled Crested-Flycatcher   
710 Terpsihone viridis African Paradise-Flycatcher  
 
MOTACILLIDAE (Wagtails, Longclaws, Pipits) 
713 Motacilla capensis Cape Wagtail    
716 Anthus cinnamomeus  African Pipit    
717 Anthus similis Long-billed Pipit    
718 Anthus leucophrys Plain-backed Pipit    
727 Macronyx capensis Cape Longclaw    
 
LANIIDAE (Typical Shrikes) 
732 Lanius collaris Common Fiscal    
 
MALACONOTIDAE (Bush-shrikes, Puffbacks, Tchagras, Boubous, Helmeted-shrikes, Batises, Wattle-
eyes) 
700 Batis capensis Cape Batis    
736 Laniarius ferrugineus Southern Boubou     
740 Dryoscopus cubla Black-backed Puffback    
742 Tchagra tchagra Southern Tchagra    



746 Telephorus zeylonus Bokmakierie    
750 Telephorus olivaceus Olive Bush-Shrike    
 
STURNIDAE (Starlings, Mynas, Oxpeckers) 
757 Sturnus vulgaris Common Starling    
759 Spreo bicolor  Pied Starling  
760 Creatophora cinerea Wattled Starling    
768 Lamprotornis corruscus Black-bellied Starling    
769 Onycognathus morio Red-winged Starling    
 
PROMEROPIDAE (Sugarbird) 
773 Promerops cafer Cape Sugarbird    
 
NECTARINIDAE (Sunbirds)  
775 Nectarinia famosa Malachite Sunbird    
777 Nectarinia violacea Orange-breasted Sunbird    
783 Nectarinia chalybea Southern Double-collared Sunbird   
785 Nectarinia afra Greater Double-collared Sunbird    
789 Cyanomitra veroxii  Grey Sunbird  
792 Nectarinia amethystina Amethyst Sunbird    
793 Anthreptes collaris Collared Sunbird    
 
ZOSTEROPIDAE (White-eyes) 
796 Zosterops pallidus Cape White-eye    
 
PASSERIDAE (Sparrows. Petronias) 
801 Passer domesticus House Sparrow    
804 Passer diffusus Southern Grey-headed Sparrow   
 
PLOCEIDAE (Weavers, Queleas, Widowbirds) 
813 Ploceus capensis Cape Weaver    
824 Euplectes orix Southern Red Bishop 
827 Euplectes capensis Yellow Bishop    
 
ESTRILDIDAE (Waxbills, Firefinches, Twinspots)  
840 Lagonosticta rubricata African Firefinch    
846 Estrilda astrild Common Waxbill    
850 Estrilda melanotis Swee Waxbill    
852 Ortygospiza articollis Quail Finch    
 
VIDUIDAE (Whydahs, Indigobirds, Cuckoo Finch)  
860 Vidua macroura Pin-tailed Whydah    
 
FRINGILLIDAE (Chaffinches, Canaries, Buntings) 
872 Serinus canicollis Cape Canary    
873 Serinus scotops Forest Canary    
874 Serinus totta Cape Siskin    
877 Serinus sulphuratus Brimstone Canary    
880 Serinus leucopterus Protea Canary    
881 Serinus gularis  Streaky-headed Seedeater  
885 Emberiza capensis  Cape Bunting  
886 Emberiza tahapisi Cinnamon-breasted Bunting  
 


