Donation brings

A Rﬁﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂ donation spread out
over three years js,uhelpinﬁ keep
high technology in aclion in the
heart of the Kruger National Park’s
veld. With the help of the Honor-
ary Rangers, Thubelisha Homes
recently presented a cheque for
their first instalment of R100,000 in
aid of the CyberTracker pro-
gramme lo Kruger's execultive di-
rector, Dr Bandile Mkhize,

It has been more than five years
since the first field ranger ventured
oul into Kruger’'s wild areas
equipped with a hand-held com-
puter designed to record sightings
in the veld, and since then the nifty
CyberTracker computers have be-
come more and more indispensa-
ble to Kruger’s staff. However, the
wear and tear of life in the veld and
improvements in téchnn!ugy
means thal many of the exisling
units need to be replaced, With the
new funds, the latest units with
bluetooth technology and im-
proved functioning can now be
purchased for Kruger's rangers. -

“We are very grateful to
Thubelisha Homes for this wonder-
ful dnnaham because il means thal

ly continue with our
vital role of patrolling the areas of
the KNP under. our control,” said
Louis Olivier, one of Kruger’s most
experienced rangers and regional
ranger for the park’s northern
Nxanatseni region.

After field trials in 2000/1, a 2003

donation enabled each lhe22

ranger sections in the park

their own CyberTracker unil, vﬂﬁch-

cuileaguﬁandlcan.

latest
technology to Kruger’s
rangers

the field rangers take with them
while on patrol. It is these units
that are now in need of replace-
menl.

Each CyberTracker unil has a
GPS system linked to a palm com-
puter. The computer can be used
by illiterate people, as it has a se-
ries of icons specially tailored to
situations encountered in the
bush. The field rangers record in-
formation ranging from the area
covered by rouline patrols, poach-
ing activities, the amount of wa-
ler available at waterholes, fence
line breakages, sightings of rare
game, and fire mapping. The rang-
ers are also roped into scientific
research programmes, recording
the distribution of alien invasive
species, the location of beehives,
the presence of archaeological
remains, wild dog monitoring-and
many others.

The section rangers download
the information from the
CyberTracker unil to their per-
sonal compulers al the end of a
patrol, and later email il 1o
Kruger's scientific services, The
information is used by KNP man-
agement in platmmg aechun pa-
trols for area-ir
ment; as an early system |
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