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ACTION PLAN FOR THE ELIMINATION OF POTENTIAL BABOON / HUMAN CONFLICT AT THE TEA GARDEN IN THE TOKAI ARBORETUM

By 

Chris Botes.
POTENTIAL PROBLEM
Baboons are sometimes attracted to human activities such as restaurants, domestic residences, etc. and the kitchens, tables in the serving area and rubbish areas are then raided.  They can aggressively take food from people and thus pose a danger to the public.  

The main effect on the baboon population is that it would disrupt their natural foraging pattern and the social interactions between individuals when they compete and fight over the human food.  This conflict with humans does lead to negative impact with baboons usually culminating in the death or injury to baboons. 

SITUATION AT LISTER’S PLACE TEA GARDEN
The following are reasons for potential conflict at Lister’s Place Tea Garden:


The baboons will recognise the Tea Garden as a source of food. 


The area is close to a sleeping area of the baboons, which means that they may be spending a lot of time in the arboretum already. Since the pine and gum trees are abundant and all around the area they could easily switch to sleeping right next to the tea-room.

PREVENTATIVE MEASURES.

To prevent situations of possible baboon / human conflict, the following management measures will take place:
 1.
Management of waste:


Kitchen Waste:
The external dustbins will be locked away inside a baboon proof enclosure.  No foodstuff shall be visible at any stage to baboons. Staff must be educated in the management of waste.


Visitor Waste:
Baboon proof dustbins will be provided for the use of the visitors.  These dustbins shall be placed strategically and staff shall ensure that the public uses them correctly. 
Waste MUST BE removed on a regular basis – say daily.  At no stage shall bins be allowed to “overflow”.

2.
Nothing that might be an attraction for the baboons, such as sugar, fruit, etc., must be left on the tables in the outside service area.  Food must not be visible through any windows or open doors.

3.
Staff will continuously educate, inform and discipline visitors as to the baboon/human interaction.

4.
“DO NOT FEED THE BABOONS” -signs are displayed in and near the Tea Garden.  An informative signboard as well as pamphlets highlighting the baboon issue shall also be displayed around the facility.  People disobeying these instructions will be dealt with immediately.

5.
No takeaways will be sold and visitors may only eat at the tables provided.  No food will be allowed to leave the immediate vicinity of the tearoom (the mowed areas).

6.
Baboons must not be encouraged to hang around the tea-room and must be actively chased away whenever they come to the area. (Kitchen staff and Environmental Officer).

7.
If baboons start becoming a problem at the tea-room the outside area will be closed or made baboon proof with a suitable form of fencing e.g. electric fencing. The management of these animals will be proactive (initiate something before it becomes a problem) rather than reactive (when they have already found a source of food) because at this stage it might be too late.

8.
If baboons become a problem after all the preventative measures have been implemented the tea room will be closed.

This plan was submitted to and approved by the BABOON TASK TEAM and the DIRECTOR: ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT, SPM       JUNE 1999   . 







