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Introduction:

Every year for the past few years the Johannesburg Honorary Rangers have spearheaded a project that sees them take a select group of educators (teachers) from Johannesburg Schools and the Gauteng Education Department down to the Kruger National Park.  The idea is to expose people responsible for the education of youth in South Africa’s most populous province to the wonders of the Kruger National Park in the hope that they will in turn filter the ethos of conservation and the wonderment of the park to the children, many of whom have not been to a National Park before.
SANPARKS HONORARY RANGERS HOSTED EDUCATION OFFICIALS IN KRUGER

SANParks’ People and Conservation Department, Johannesburg Region’s Honorary Rangers, Delta Environmental Education Centre and Imperial Car Rental hosted educationalists in the Kruger National Park.

Entering the Park at Orpen Gate, gave our guests ample time for game viewing before reaching the Mopani Rest Camp.  The educators were extremely excited since it was their first ever visit to a National Park.  Buffalo, zebras, impala, waterbuck and elephant were sighted, as well as several bird species. 

Friday evening was spent around a fire, enjoying dinner in the lapa and getting to know each other.

Early the next morning, we all set out to the Ranger post at Mahlangeni.  Our guests were very excited because nobody had met a real Ranger before.

Mahlangeni is the second biggest Ranger post in the Kruger National Park and overlooks the confluence of the two Letaba rivers.  It is also the Ranger post where Kobie Kruger wrote her first book called “Mahlangeni”. 

On arrival we found the Section Ranger, Mr Reckson Seani and all his Field Rangers waiting for us.  The guests were seated in the shady garden, overlooking the Letaba river.  Reckson gave an interesting account of the duties of a Section Ranger, duties of his Field Rangers and the dangers that they are exposed to.  Rangers need to have a passionate love for nature, a dedication of treasuring our African heritage and a sense of community spirit.  A very lively question and answer session took place.  A new perspective of future career opportunities was created.  We found that the Section Ranger and his team were very proud and happy that such high education officials had actually come to meet them.  To my knowledge this was the first time in the history of the Kruger National Park that such a meeting took place. 

The team were:

Mr Reckson Seani 
-
Section Ranger

Mr Wilson Baloyi

-
Corporal

Mr Thomas Chauke
-
Lance Corporal

Mr Jimmy Hlungwani 
-
Lance Corporal

Miss Emelinah Mbidlhi



Mr Phineas Maluleke



Mr Ronny Mutsenga

Mr Robert Mathebula

Mr Shadrack Nkuna

We wish to thank all these staff members who took time to explain their daily work to the guests.  We admire them for such courage and dedication.  Our educationalists felt honoured that they were given this very valuable opportunity.

Saturday evening a dinner took place in the Safari room.  The Restaurant Manager, Rhoda Swart and her team excelled in creating a warm, wonderful African feeling and a delicious buffet dinner was served.  Our special thanks goes to Mpho Madau, Duty Manageress, for looking after the group so well and for rescuing Mr Schmidt. 

Miss Riechielle Mills, Environmental Educationalist from Letaba, was a special guest and we were all proud to get to know her.  Mr Reckson Seani and his wife Patience, were our special guests.  The education officials were extremely honoured that both attended and that Reckson gave a final talk about National Parks.  Further special guests were:  

Pieter and Janecke Strauss from the Kruger Park Times and
Mr & Mrs N Janssen

-
Phalaborwa Herald

The most important guests of the evening were our education officials, who shone like stars in their traditional outfits.  The evening came to a close with beautiful choral singing a prayer of thanks.

Sunday morning during breakfast the Camp Manager, Mr William Nkuna, addressed our guests and a prayer of thanks was spoken with the most beautiful choral singing, the visit to the Mopani Rest Camp and Kruger was ended.

I would like to thank all who made this project possible and an unforgettable experience for our education officials:

Mr Peter Mpho Morake

Mr Godfrey Seletisha

Mr Corlette N Kungwane

Ms Esther Poo

Ms Kenosi Komane

Ms Peggy Marota

Ms Mathediso Paladi

Ms Catherine O Selekane

Ms Ntebu Letsutu

Ms Dorcas Monageng

Ms Sanna Mahlangu

Ms Keitumetse Thulo

Ms Ethel Modingwana

Ms Maggie Maluleke

Ms Rina van der Watt

Honorary Rangers of Johannesburg region were:

Mr Horst Schmidt

Mr Nobby Yamawaki

A special thanks to Yoshi Yamawaki, driver and donor of the Mercedes Vito bus.

Organiser and Project Leader
Connie Schmidt
Honorary Ranger of Johannesburg Region
View Johannesburg HR projects at:

http://www.sanparks.org/gallery/v/hon-rangers/jhb/ 
