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Environmental Authorisation

Authorisation register
number:

12/12/20/942/10

Last amended:

Holder of authorisation: SOUTH AFRICAN
NA TfONAL BIODIVERSITY
INSTITUTE - WORKING
FOR WETLANDS
PROGRAMME
Western Cope
Province: Peninsula

Location of activity:



(i) canals,

(Ii) channels:

(iil) bridges;

_._~

Depal1ment of Envlrcnrnenlal Affairs and TOUrISm Environmenlol Authorisotlon R81j' No 12/12/20/942/10

Decision

The Department IS satisfied, on the basis of Information available to it and subject to

compliance with the condlttons of this environmental authonsatlon, that the applicant should

be authorised to undertake the activity specified below

Details regarding the basIs on which the Department reached this decision are set oul in

Annexure 1

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the Nahonal Environmental Management Act, 1998

(Act NO.1 07 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006 tile

Department hereby Eluthonses -

THE SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY INSTITUTE

WORKING FOR WETLANDS PROGRAMME

with the following contact details -

Mr U Bahadur

Working for Wetlands Programme

South African National Biodiversity Institute

Private Bag X101

PRETORIA

0001

Tel: 0128435200

Fax 0128435202

to undertake the following activity/activities (hereafter referred to as "the ac..1ivlty")

R. 386 1(m): The construction of facilities or Infrastructure, including associated structures or

Infrastructure, for any purpose In Ute one in ten year flood line of a river or stream, or within

32 metres from the bank of 8 river or stream where the flood line is unknown, excluding

purposes associaled with existing residential use, but Including -
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PROJECT AREA WETLAND COORDINATES MUNICIPALITY
REFERENCE

Peninsula G22D-01 34°3,2328'
1

18Q261702' City of Cape Town
G22D-02 34°3.2796' 18°26.7120' City of C~e Town_.

----_.~.~

Depo,1ment 01 Enwonmentol Affairs and 10ullsrn EnVilonmental Authollsa\lon Re<;; r--Jo. 'Z
(12/ 20/942 / 10

(IV)

(V)

dams; and

weirs;

R. 386 (4): The dredging, excavation, infilling, removal or moving of soil, sand or rock

exceeding 5 cubic metres from a fiver, tidal lagoon tidal river, lake, in-stream dam, floodplain

or weiland.

as described in the Basic Assessmellt Reports dated May 2007 page 3 at:

in the Western Cape Province, hereafter referred to as "1he property".

The granting of this environmental authorisatlOn is subject to the conditions set out below.

Conditions

Scope of 8uthorisation

1,1 Authorisalion of the activity is subject 10 the conditions contained in this authorisation,

which conditions form part of the environmental authoflsatlon and are binding on the

holder of the authorisation

1.2 The holder of the authorisation shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the

condItions contained In this environmental authonsation. This mdude any person

acting on the applicant's behalf. including but not limited to, an agen', servant,

contractor, sub-contractor, employee, consultant or person rendenng a service to the

holder of ttle authorisation

1 3

1.4

The activity authorised may only be carried out at the property Indicated above

Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out in this authorisation

must be approved, in writing, by the Department before such changes or deViE\tions

may be effected. In assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Department

may requ8st such Informahon as it deems necessary to evaluate the significance and

impacts of such changes or deviations and it may be necessary for the holder of the

authorisation to apply for further authorisation in terms of the regulations.

This activity must commence within a period of two (2) years from the date of issue If

commencement of the actlvrty does not occur within that periDd, the authorisation

lapses and a new application for envIronmental authonsation must be made in ord6r

1 5

for the activity to be undertaken.
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Deportment of EIWllonmental Affairs and Tourism Environmental Authorisation Reg No. 12/12/20/942/10

1.6 This authonsatton d065 not negate the holder of the authonsation's responsibility to

comply with any other s1alulory n:!quirements that may be applicable to the

undertaking of the activity.

1.61 Relevant legislation that must be complied with by the holder of this

auttlOrisation include:

. ArchaeologIcal remainS. artificial fBatures and structures older than 60

years are protected by the National Hentage Resources Act. , 999 (Act

No. 25 of 1999) Should any archaeological artefacts be exposed during

excavation for the purpose of laying foundations, construction in the

viCinity of the finding must be stopped immodiately An archaeologist must

be called to the site for inspection. Under no Clrcums1ances shall any

artefacts be destroyed or removed from the site. Hentage Western Cape

must be contacted to this effect. Heritage remams uncovered or disturbed

during earthworks mus1 not be disturbed further until the necessary

approval has been obtained from Hentage Western Cape

All proviSions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act 85 of

.
1993) ,

All provisions of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998)

Allprovisions of the Forest Act, 1984 (Act No 122 of 1984)..
. All provisions of the Nailonal Environment Management: Blod,ve,~ity Act,

2004 (Act 10 of 2004). All provisions of the NatIOnal Environment Management: Protected Areas

Act, 2003 (Act 57 of 2003)

. ShOuld fill material be required for any purpose, the use of borrow pits

must comply with the provisions of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources

17

Development Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002) administered by the Department

of Minerals and Energy

A permit shall be obtained from the provincial department of nature

conservation for the removal or destruction of indigenous protected and

endangered plant and animal species by the South Afncan National

Biodiversity Institute. At all times the principles of search and rescue of

species must be explored prior to destruction.

All outdoor advertising i.e. signage boards a3soclated with this proposed activity must

be below the thresholds stipulated in the EIA Regulations as II was not applIed for as

an activity for authorisation during the environmental authonsation proce~. ShOllld

.

the holder at the environmental authorisation wish to exceed these thresholds he/she

must submit an application for authorisation to this Department. Further, all outdoor

9dvertismg associated with this proposed activily, whether on or off the property

concerned, must comply with the applicable Local Authority By. Law for the control of
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Deportment of EnVifonmenfal Affairs and Tourism Environmental Authonsation Reg No, '2/12/20/942/ J0

1 8

19

Outdoor Advertising or in the absence of iocal legislative controls, must comply with

the South African Manual for Outdoor Advertising Control (SAMOAC)

It i3 recommended that all future SANBI Working for Wetlands Programmes include

the undertaking of BasIc Assessment studies, hand-inhand with wetland

Investigations This would allow for each study to inform the other timeously and

appropriately,

It IS recommended that future programmes (2008 onwards) incorporate a broad scale

public information shanng programme Such a programme could be initiated on a

provincial level before the start of each new (annual) programme

Appeal of authorisation

1 10

1,11

The holder of the authorisation must notify every regIstered interested and affected

party, in writing and within 7 (SEVEN) calendar days, of receiving notice of the

Department's decIsion to authorise the activity

The notification referred to in 1,10 must -

1,11,1 specify the date on which the euthonsation was issued:

1 11,2 Inform the Interested and affected pSl1y of the appeal procedure provided for

in Chapter 7 of the regulations,

1.11,3 advise the Interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisatlon will

be furnished on request; and

1,11,4 (live the reasons for the decision

Management of the activity

1,12 The project construction activities must be undertaken with stnct management

controls In place, through the effeL~ive Implementation of a Cons1ruction

Environmental Management Plan CCEMP") A CEMP must be submitted to this

Department for acceptance before construction commences for the WOr1(lng for

Wetlands Programme as a whole which must include the management Bnd mitigation

measures detailed in the BARs, as well as the general management measures

Included in the Wor1<ing for Wetlands Best Management Practices Plan The CEMP

must be implemented and stnctly enforced during all cons1ructlon activities, The

CEMP will be seen as a dynamic document. However, any changes to the CEMP

must be submitted to this Department for acceptance before such changes could be

effected The CEMP must be included In all contract documentation for the

construction phase of the development
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Department 01 EnVIronmental AHairs and j OuriS'Tl Environmental Authorisotlon Reg No. 12/12120/942110

1.13 The specific mitigation measures and recommendatIons recorded in the BARs dated

May 2007 must be adhered to and Incorporated as part of the CEMP where

applicable.

Monitoring

1 14

115

The standard aUditing procedures undertaken by SANBI, where construction actiVities

are inspected and monitored must be updated to include a fonnal monitoring of the

implementation of the CEMP Smce performing auditing takes place on a regular

basis for each Project, it IS seen as feasible to incorporate environmental

management monitoring In this process. The CEMP should include a mon~oring

checklist which provIdes a rating system for compliance/non-comp1iance and a

response protocol that would be followed in instances of non-compliance.

The auditing process outlined under POint 1 14 must Include a feed back. or review

system whereby the efficacy of the mitigation measures IS noted and amendments or

addillons mac18 to ttw CEMP and/or monitoring process when necessary

Recording and reporting to the Department

1.16 The applicant must submit collated mOOitoring checklists in the form of Environmental

Compliance Audit Reports annually to this Department for review The environmental

audit report must amongst others -

1.161 Indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the outcome of the

audit In terms of compliance with the environmental authonsatlon conditions

1.162

as well as the reqUifements of the EMP

Records relating to monitonng and auditing must be k.ept on site and made

available for inspection to any relevant Bnd competent authority in respect of

this development

Commissioning of the activity

1.17 Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to thE! Department that the activity

will commence. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes site

preparallon The notice mus1 Include a date on which it is anticipated that the activity

will commence

(I
\.(_-f."-..,

~D
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Deponmer>t of Environmental Affairs and Tour1sm Environmentol Au1horiso1\on Reg. NO 12/12120/Q42/10

Operation of the activity

1 18

1 19

Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity

operational phase will commence.

The applicant must compile an operations or maintenance EMP for the Programme,

which must include the recommendations of the BAR. and which would include a feed

back system whereby the performances of the Project structures, and the recovery of

we1land systems, are noted for future Programme plannmg and design

Site closure and decommissioning

1.20

General

121

1 22

123

Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the applicant shall undertake

the required actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with all

relevant legal requirements administered by any relevant and competent authonty at

that time.

A copy of this authorisation must be kept at the property where the actlvitY0es) will be

undertaKen. The authonsation must be produced to any authorised official of the

Department who requests to see it and must be made available for inspection by any

employee or agent of the holder of the authorisation who wo~s or undertakes work at

the property

Where any of the applicant's contact details change, mdudlng the name of the

responsible person, the physical or pos1al address and/ or telephonic details, the

applicant must notify the Department as soon as the new details beCQme known to

the applicant

The holder of the authof1sation must notify the Department, in writing and within 48

(forty eight) hours, If any condition of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered to

Any notification in terms of this CQnditlon must be accompaOled by reasons for the

non-compliance. Non-compliance with a condition of this authonsatlon may result in

crimmal prosecution or other actions provided for In the National En\lironmental

Management Act, 1998 and the regulatIons
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LJepanrnenloi EnVifonmen101 Afialrs and Tourism EnVlfonrnenlal AUlhor',sollon Reg. No. 12/1 21201?42 / I,)

1.24 National government. provin(jal government, local authorrties or committees

appointed In terms of the condi110ns of this authorisallon or any other public authority

shaH not be held responsible for any damages or IOSS85 suffered by the applicant or

his successor in title in any instance where construction or operation subsequent to

construction be temporarily or permanently stopped for reasons of non-compliance by

the applicant with the conditions of authorisatlon as set out in this document or any

other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of authorisation

Date of environmental authoris8tlon:

Ms Pam Yako

Director - General

Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism

Letter signed by Mr DWJ Smit

Designation Deputy Director: EIE - Sensitive Environments, Antarctica and Islands
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(VI) canals;

(vii) channels,

(vIii) bridges:

(IX) dams, and

(x) weirs,

~

Dapar1ml?nl of F.nvllonmental Mlalrs and 10urlsm Environmental Authollsalion Reg. "10. '2/' 2/20/94211 0

Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

1. Background

The applicant, the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANSI) applied for

authorisatlOn to carry on the following activi1ies-

R 386 1(m) The construction of facilities or Infrastructure, including associated

structures or infrastructure, for any purpose In the One In ten year flood line of a fiver or

stream, or within 32 meters from the bank of a river or stream where the flood line is

unknown, excluding purposes associated with existing residential use, but Including -

R 386 (4), The dredging, excavation, Infilling, removal or moving of soil, sand or rock

exceeding 5 cubic metres from a river, tidal lagoon, tidal river, lake, in-stroam dam,

noodplain or wetland.

The applicant appointed Land Resources International (LRI) to undertake a screening

process and to compile Basic Assessment Reports (BARs) as reqUIred by regulation R

365.

2. Information considered in malung the decision

In reaching Its decision, the Department look, inter alia, the following Into consideration ~

8) The information contained In the BARs dated May 2007,

b) The Western Cape collation of BARs dated May 2007:

c) The comments received from interested and affected parties; ana

d) The objectives and requirements of relevant legislation, policies and guidelines,

including section 2 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.

107 of 1998)
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Deoonment 01 Environmental Affairs and Tou~sm Environmental Authoflso11on Reg No. )
2/12/20/942110

3. Key factors considered in making the decision

All infonnation presented to the Department was taken into account in the

Department's consideration of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the

Department's view, were of lhe most significance is set out below

a) WOf1(tng for WetlandS IS a national poverty alleviation programme, within the South

African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) focussing on the rehabililation of

wetlands within South Africa While the programme's primary focus is on weiland

rehabilitation, the protection rehabilitation and sustainable use of those wetlands IS

simultaneously entrenched in the Programme's core objectives,

b) The work whiOl is done by Working for We1/ands is of vital importance, not only in

conserving and rehabilitating wetlands but also In providing Job opportunities for the

c)

poorest of the poor, giving each individual the opportunity to acquire skill5 and

training thereby improving their living standards as well as the pOSSibility of future

employment outside the Programme.

To this end the Working for Wetlands programme has Initiated a number of projects

in the Western Cape These would involve the construction of a number of

strategically positioned concrete, gablon or earthen structures within the wetlands,

which would promote the effective and long term functioning of these areas,

d) The consultant has satisfied the minimum requirements as prescnbed In the EIA

regulations, 2006,

4. Findings

After consideration of the mfonnation and factors listed above, the Department made the

following findings -

. It IS detailed BARs that includes the identification and assessment of Impacts.

The procedure followed for the impact assessment has been adequate for the

decision-maKing process

All legal and procedural requirements have been met

The infonnatlon contained in the BARs is accurate and credible,

.

.

.

Adequate assessment of the main identified issues and impacts have been done

The proposed development 15 compatible with the proposed site for the

development

.

. A construction EMP must be submitted for the Programme It must be

Implemented to manage the identified environmental issues and Include

mitigation measures for the Identified Impacts
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Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism Elwironml3ntol Aulhorisotlon Reg. r,o. /2/12120/942/ I0

In view of the above, the Department is satisfied that, subject to compliance with the

conditions contained in the environmental 8uthonsatlon. the proposed activity will not

GQnf1ictwith the general objectives of Integrated environmental management ISld down in

Chapter 5 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and that any potentially

detrimental environmental impacts resulting from the proposed activity can be mitigated

to acceptable levels. The application is accordingly granted.
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