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• Forms part of the larger Agulhas 
National Park land use plan.

• Focuses on the Lighthouse Precinct
as a gateway and visitor node.

• Includes a conceptual design layout of 
buildings and facilities.

• Provides guidelines for landscape, 
streetscape and trail facilities. 

The Agulhas Peninsula and Southern Tip
precincts were seen as additional 
important visitor destinations, that would 
be linked with a coastal trail.

Scope of the StudySource: Colin Sunkel Photography



Exposed quartzitic sandstones 
of the Peninsula Formation (TMG)

Shallow aeolian sand overlying 
sandstone bedrock

Shell-rich dune sands and calcarenites 
of the Waenhuis Formation overlying 
sandstone bedrock
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Lighthouse Precinct
Survey Plan
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Lighthouse PrecinctSource: Bernard Oberholzer

Panorama looking north from the lighthouse
10 Nov. 2004

SANP offices road to Suiderstrand Info office Portnet buildingsAgulhas residential area

Design Issues

• Lack of sense of arrival at gateway
to Agulhas National Park.

• Lack of shade, wind-shelter and 
facilities for visitors.

• Utility buildings impact on visually 
sensitive ridgeline - detract from
historic lighthouse.

• Suiderstrand road impacts on coastal
ecosystems and scenic resources. 



Lighthouse Precinct
Environmental Zones

Ridge Zone
Retain visual integrity
of ridgeline.
Avoid structures on 
skyline.

Coastal Terrace Zone
Retain landscape integrity
and open vistas.
Protect sensitive Strandveld
vegetation and natural seeps.
Avoid structures or parking in
this zone.
Consider �s100m set-back
from HWM.

Disturbed Zone
Suitable for buildings
and parking.
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Lighthouse Precinct
Existing Structures
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Lighthouse Precinct
Structuring Elements
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Design Principles

• Reinforce visual axis with
lighthouse.

• Create sense of arrival at
lighthouse gateway
precinct.

• Create well-defined,
wind-sheltered pedestrian
sitting and viewing areas.

• Re-instate visual integrity
of ridgeline - NPA
buildings demolished.
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Lighthouse Precinct
Concept Plan
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Lighthouse Precinct
Site Plan
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Design Proposals

• Main pedestrian axis
focuses on lighthouse

• Sheltered pedestrian
spaces defined by
buildings and low werf
walls.

• Sheltered pedestrian
route and shaded
outdoor seating.

• Previous asphalt parking
and building foundations
formed into viewing
terraces.
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Lighthouse Precinct
Landscape Plan

Landscape Proposals

• Pedestrian area / routes
clearly defined to protect
strandveld vegetation.

• Indigenous trees, eg.
milkwoods, planted for
shade and windshelter.

• Demonstration water-
wise garden using
indigenous coastal
species.

• Previously disturbed
sites rehabilitated with
strandveld vegetation.
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Southern Tip Precinct

Panorama looking south
10 Nov. 2004

Agulhas Lighthouse
forms a landmark to
the east

Southern Tip cairn 
and plaque -
lacks identity as
visitor destination

Dwarf strandveld
vegetation on calcareous 
sand and rock outcrops -
sensitive to trampling

Windswept, rugged
coastal landscape -
visually sensitive

Source: Bernard Oberholzer



Southern Tip Precinct

Panorama looking east
10 Nov. 2004

Emphasize Lighthouse as 
focal feature / landmark

Avoid structures on 
visually sensitive 
scarp and ridge line

Avoid unnecessary 
structures and signage
in the visually exposed
landscape

Prevent erosion of 
strandveld by Vehicles 
and uncontrolled paths

Source: Bernard Oberholzer

Design Principles



Southern Tip Precinct
Landscape Plan
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Southern Tip
Design Theme
• Sense of place reinforced with 

enclosing circular stone wall.

• Stone buttresses indicate
compass points and provide a 
vertical feature.

• Relief map of Africa showing
biomes, made from mosaics, 
reinforces 'African' theme.

• Informal wall seating, interpretative
signage and photo opportunities 
provided.

• Stone paving aligned with strike of 
rock formations.

• Exaggerated scale of wall elements
in keeping with expansive scale of 
Agulhas landscape.



Sign intrudes on skylineInappropriate position and design of signVisual clutter on visually sensitive
coastal terrace

Uncoordinated signageVisually intrusive signIntrusive structures detract from 
lighthouse

Existing SignageSource: Bernard Oberholzer



Disparate range of furniture not in keeping with the 
historic Lighthouse Precinct.

Storm water channel accelerates runoff and cuts off
moisture from milkwoods.

Lighthouse Precinct
Existing Landscape ElementsSource: Bernard Oberholzer



Landscape Furniture

Stone cairns used in the region Stone walls reflect the geology Timber signs used in TMNP

Timber bollards with ropeSturdy timber seat

Design Principles

• A limited palette of natural 
materials in keeping with a
national park

• Simple, robust details in scale 
with the expansive landscape.

• Designed to accommodate 
coastal weathering and corrosion.

• Low profile furniture and signs 
to minimize visual intrusion.

• Signs located to avoid silhouette 
effect against the skyline.

Source: Bernard Oberholzer
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Information sign Timber 
bollard

Timber place name Trail
sign

Timber rail

Timber bench Bench sectionBench plan

Stone wall seat Stone place name Stone trail sign Stone bollard

Quarried stone seat

Timber wind screen with latte

Landscape Furniture

Design Theme
• Coordinated family of

furniture and signs.

• Local sandstone and
calcrete for walls/ seats.

• Treated gumpoles 
200mm+ diameter for
solid effect.

• Latte used for wind /
shade screens.


