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Welcome, Bem Vindo!

TtTo the Great LImpopo
Transfrontier Park Newsletter

The Great Limpopo Transfrontier park is one of the most exciting, exhilarating and
ambitious conservation projects in the world today. It aims to establish one of the
largest conservation and wildlife areas not only through the integration of vast
landscapes and reconnecting ecologi cal systems, but also thr ough development of
cross-border tourism linkages, ensuring sustainable benefits to local communities
through socio-economic upliftment, and the promotion of peace and stability in the
region. It is a great honour and privilege for meto beinvolved in this exciting
regional development initiative.

Piet Theron
Coordinator, TFCAs, South Africa

This newdletter is produced by the Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park (GLTP) on a quarterly basis, by the coordirating country,
Mozambique of the GLTP,within the Ministry of Tourisn.

The aim of this newdletter isto keep all interested partiesinformed of the progress within the GLTP, to infam o issues of
interest related to the parkitself and agencies involved with the park and to provide aforum far canment andfeedback

The views expressed in thearticlesin this newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
maragementand funding agencies involved with the Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park.

This publication is funded by the Peace Parks Foundation and GEFW orld Bank

Directors. Dr Bartolomeu Soto and Dr Jorge Ferrdo

Editor/Lay outand Design: JacqLeline Bice

Author of all articles: Jacqueline Bice

Collaborators. Bartolomeu Soto, Jorge Ferréo, Roy Bengis, Markus Hof meyr, Errest Mokganedi, Piet Theron, Danie Pienaar,
Edson Chidzy a, Melissa De Kach

Photographs: SANParks, Jacqueline Bice, Tom Bice, Willem van Riet Jr, Ministry of Tourisn, Mozambigue
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“What's ép‘nlné N the Great Limpopo

Transfrontier Park

Planning and
Management

Ministerial Metting Held

A ministerid meeting for the Great Limpopo
Transfrontier Pak (GLTP) was hdd in
Shingwedzi, Kruger Néaiond Pak (KNP),
South Africa, on the 20™ August 2004

Joint Management Board Megings Held

An extraordinay meeting of the Joint
Management Board (JMB) for the GLTP was
held & Skukuza in (KNP) on the 21% of July
2004.

The following mesting of the IMB was hdd in
Harare on the 14-15™ September 2004.

Zimbabwe preparing to take over
coordination of theGLTP

Zimbabwe has begun communications with
other countries and the Peace Paks
Foundaion, regading the teke ove of
coordinaion of the GLTP, a pea the
Internationa treaty. Study visits to both
Mozambique and South Africa are currently
beng organized for the Zimbabwean staff. The
Nationd TFCA Coordination Unit will
comprise of a naiond progran manager, 3
progran managers and a seceay. The
recruitment process has now been findised.

Mr Edson Chidziya has been gppointed
Nationd Coordinator and Mr Ebbias
Manyongani se has been gppointed the manager
for corporate services and administration,
according to Dr Morris Masambiwa

Next Ministerial and JMB Meetings

The next ordinary meeting of the IMB will be
hed on 11th November immediatdy prior to
the Ministeria mesting on the 13" November.
The medtings will be hddin Zimbabwe,

Pafuri Integrated Plan

The Pauri Integrated Plan (PIP) was discussed
a the IMB mesting in July. It invdves the
drafting of a plan regarding the land use where
the countries mest.

Johan Louw, a consultant to the Peace Parks
Foundation (PPF) was appointed to draft an

integrated land use pl an for the area funded by
the PPF.

The draft plan is wel underway, with the focus
being on the provision of atractions, access,
amenities and awareness.

Marketing Strategy and Investment Plan to
beformulated

An investment plan and the guiddines or
framework for a marketing strategy will be
tabled & the next ministerid meding to ad
strategic planning in these areas of GLTP
management.

Strategic  Review  Workshop ~ Results
Discussed

As aresult of the Strategic review workshop
hdd earlier in 2004, (detals in the June 04
issue of ‘ Tdk of the Transfrontier') some of
the recommendations draft ed were discussed at
the JMB meding in September. These
incdluded the establishment of a secretaria that
will be permanently in place, the drafting of an
integrated master plan, the establishment of a
road network and the term of office of the
country coordinator.

International Exposurefor the GLTP
Representatives from the GLTP will be
presenting & the 39 IUCN World
Consaveion Congress in Bangkok in
Thailand on the 17" to 25™ of November. The
Congress will present an assessment of the
state of biodiversity on our planet. It will
explore how cutting edge knowledge can be
goplied to address the world' s most pressing
sustainable devd opment chdlenges through 4
broad themes;

Ecosystem management — bridging

sustanability and productivity;

Hedth, poverty and conservaion —

responding to the chdlenge of human

well-being;

Biodiversity loss and  species

extinction — managing risk in a

changing world

Markets, business  and the
environment - strengthening
corporate socid responsibility, law
and policy.




The GLTP will dso be represented a an
internationd symposium on“ Internationa
Dimensions in Politicd Ecology: the case of
the Amazon and other tropicd aress” from 4-
6" October in S Paulo, Brazil. The
symposium is organized by UNESP,
UNICAMP and PUC-SP from Brazil and
CLACSO from Argentina. Dr Jorge Ferrdo, the
Internationa Coordinator of the GLTP will be
presenting “ New paradigms for conservation in
Africa The Great Limpopo T ransfrontier
Park” in a session on the subject of Palitica
Ecology: Development, consevation and
impacts.

Following this presentation, Dr Jorge Ferédo
will then be presenting the GLTP to post
graduae students a the Federd University in
Rio de Janeiro in Brezil.

Dr Jorge Ferréo dso traned students a the
College of African Wildlife Management,
Mwekain T anazania on definitions, objectives,
principles, process and management of
Transfrontier initiatives as part of a newly
introduced, 2 week module on Transfrontier
consarvation, of which Dr Ferréo has been
taking part in reviewing the curriculum.

Minister Valli Moosa Retires

The South African Hon. Environmentd Affars
& Tourism Minister Vdli Moosa has retired

from his position. A paty was hed in Mgputo
in April 2004. On this occasion, Mr Moosa
tadked about the GLTP and it’ s chdlenges and
opportunities. He will be sadly missed.

He has been replaced by Minister Marthinus
van Scha kwyk.

Safety and Security

Safety and Security meeting held

A meding of the Safey and Securi'%
Management Committee was hed on the 20
July 2004 a Skukuzain KNP, South Afri ca

Next Safety and Security Medting

The next meeting of the Safety and Security
management committee will be hdd on the
10" of November, a Elephant Hills, Victoria
Fdls, Zimbabwe.

Tendeas recdved for construction  of
Giriyondo Border Post in Mozambique

A tender committee meeing for the
construction of the Mozambican component of
the Giriyondo border post, linking Kruger NP
to the Limpopo was held on 10" August 2004.
Some companies were short listed and
negotiaions are underway. Construction will
begin as soon as the negotiations are findized,
probably in October 2004.

Funds for the construction were sourced from
the Mozambique Ministry of Planning and
Finance in April 2004.

Removal of the fence between KNP and
L NP Sanctuary.

Reports from the Safety and Security
Committee and KNP and LNP gatus reports
continue to show no incidents of illegd useof
the border to date. It is planned to drop another
20km of fence. Work is scheduled to start in
September and it is envisaged it will take 3
months to complete. Another 9.9km will be
dropped in 2005.

The JMB has scheduled a workshop on
fencing, to address the issues and impacts,
such as disesse transmission and community
impacts.

Demining completed on development sites
in Mozambique

The demining of devedopment sites in the
LNP has been completed and 8 of the 12
suspected mined areas hav e been surveyed. Of
these a least 2 are heavily mined and will
require additiond work to remove the mines
and unexploded ordinances.
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Poaching in theGLTP

T here have been a few incidences of poaching
recently in the GLTP, however the joint anti-
poaching  operaions, the “quck-fix”
operaions have reected to this and some
arests were made and some d ephant tusks
recov ered.

Conservation and
Veterinary

Consavation and Veerinary Meeting held
A mesting of the Consarvaion and V eeri nary
Management Committee was held on the 20
July a& Skukuza, KNP, South Africa The main
issues on the agenda were the results of the
Strategic  Planning Workshop and  the
implications of dropping pats of the fence
between KNP and LNP.

Next Conservation and Veerinary Meeting
The next medting of the Conservaion and
Vetainary management committee will be
hed on the 10" of November, a Elephant
Hills, Victoria Fdls, Zimbabwe.

Fdine Immunodefidency Virus in lionsin
theGLTP

T here has been some press regarding infection
of lions in the GLTP with Fdine
immunodefici ency virus (FIV). See the story
later in this issue teling the red story of FIV
inthe GLTP.

Testing for in

Mozambique

It has been reported tha testing for Foot and
Mouth Disease will be undertaken in catle in
some aress of southern M ozambique.

FMD to be undetaken

An Update — Bovine Tuberculosis in the
GLTP

It was reported & the JMB meding in
September that Bovine Tuberculosis stated in
the south of the KNP and spread further north,
however the prevdenceis very low. It was dso
staed tha movement of animds across the
borders has resulted in the spread of BTb to
M ozambique and to Zimbabwe in the future, if
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not aready. The important issue is continuing
the surveillance in the community aress around
the park, which is beng underteken by the
Veteginary Department. A megting was held on
20 September in Kruger to discuss research
opportunities petaining to BTb in wildife in
the Parks in South Africa and neghbouring
countries.

Rhino Trandocation undertaken with local
media

On 5 August 2004 4 rhinos were translocated
from KNP to the LNP sanctuary. Locd press
from Mozambique atended the relesse. See
pictures leter in thisissue.

Elephant Management Indaba

Elephant management is one of the hottest
issues in the GLTP & the moment, particularly
in the KNP. An Indaba has been scheduled for
the 19"-21% October 2004 & Berg-en-Dd in
KNP to discuss this isue See story on the
Indeba and the options for dephant
management later in thisissue

Tourism

Tourism megting hed

A meding of the Tourism Management
Committee was hdd a Skukuza, KNP, South
Africaon 20th Juy 2004.

Next Tourism Medtings

A workshop will be hed on the 22nd October,
2004 & Mopani Rest Camp in KNP, withthe
HR, Finance and Legislaiion and the
Management Committees. It will cover the
issues of the Revenue sharing assignment, the
Internationd Marketing Strategy and the Pafuri
Integrated Plan.

A meding of the Tourism Management
Committee will be hdd on the 10" of
November, in Zimbabwe.

Investigation into a crossing point over the
Limpopo River to link Gonarethou NP _to
Kruger NP

Nydeti Consultants recently submitted to the
JMB members and the TFCA Naiond
Coordinators, the find version of ther report
on the investigation into a crossing point over
the Limpopo River linking Kruger Nationd
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Pak to Gonarezhou Néaiond Pak. The
options were outlined in the June issue of
“Tdk of the Transfrontier”.

T he results were discussed a the IMB meeting
in September and discussions are ongoing.

Upgrade of Tourism Facilitiesin GNP
Tourism fadlities in the camps and the
associated staff quaters are currently being
upgraded, incduding the provision of dectricity
in the GNP, Zimbabwe. Moretourig facilities
and staff quarters are adso being constructed.
Roads in the GNP are dso being repaired.

Tourism Operatorsto start in L NP

Tourism operaors ae currently beng
gopointed to operae the 4x4 safari trals and
the hiking trail in the LNP. It is envisaged
these will be fully operationd by 2005.

Massingir in touch with the world

The community of Massingir, next to the LNP
in  Mozambique now has tdephone
communicaion and the infrastructure to
construct repeater stations for the VHF radio
has been ddivered. Thiswork will commence
soon. The headquarters for the LNP ae
currently based in the Massingir.

Tourism Infrastructure Projects in Kruger
Of the 10 tourism infrastructure project in the
KNP, most are now findised. These proj ects
induded the upgrade of the roads to the Pafuri
gae, the upgrade of the existing road to the
Giriyondo gae the completion of the
Makhadzi picnic site and interpretive centre,
the upgrade of the S60 tourist route linking
Punda Maria with the far northern area of the
KNP, and the devdopment of research
fecilities in the north of the KNP.

Finance, Human
Resources and
Legislation

Finance, Human Resources and L egislation

Meeting Held
A meeting of the Finance, Human Resources

and Legislation committee was held onthe 20"

of July, 2004 a Skukuzain the KNP, South
Africa Themain issuesdiscussed were the

rati fication of the treaty, the strategi ¢ planning
workshop held in May 2004, the revenue
sharing assignment, completed in February
2004 and the chdlenging issue of
harmoni zation of legislation across the GLTP.

Next Finance HR and L egislation Megting
A workshop will be held on the 22nd October,
2004 & Mopani Rest Camp in KNP together
with the T ourism Management Committee. It
will cover the issues of the Revenue sharing
assignment, the International Marketing
Strategy and the Pafuri Integrated Plan.

The next meeting of the finanhcee HR and
| egislation management committee will behdd
on the 10™ of November, & Elephant Hills,
Victoria Fdls, Zimbabwe.

Finance, Human Resources and L egislation
Management Commi ttee Workshop
A workshop will be hed on the 22nd October,
2004 & Mopani Rest Camp in KNP. It will
cover the issues of the Revenue sharing
assignment, the International Marketing
Strategy and the Pafuri Integrated Plan.

Ratification of the treaty- Final Signatures
on Gaza—Kruge-Gonarezhou Agr eement
The GKG agreement on the management of
the GLTP has findly been signed a the
Ministerid mesting in Mgputo in August 2004.
See story and photoslater in thisissue

Revenue Sharinginthe GLTP

Internad discussions are ongoing in dl three
countries around the results of the recently
completed revenue sharing study. It remains an
extremdy complex issue, however it will need
to be solved before the opening of the
Giriyondo gate in January 2005.

It was agreed a the JMB meding in
September tha workshops between the three
countries will need to be hdd to resolve the
issue, and that something will be presented a
the next minigerid meeting in November.

Sengwe Biodiversity Corridor L egal
Proceedings

The legd process to formdly prodam the
Sengwe Corridor as awilderness area has




stated. The key stakeholders dl agreed to set
up a Statutory Combination Authority, cdled
the Sengwe-Chipise Wilderness  Aress
Combination Authority, in June 2004. The
Authority will comprise of the 2 didrict
councils of Chiredzi and Betbridge with
technicd support from Nationa Parks and
other rdevant Government agencies and
NGOs.

Farewd| to Jones Muleso Kharika from the

GLTP

Our collesgue  Jones
Muleso Kharika, dso
know as Young Pioneer
Representative has moved
on from the GLTP. Heis
replaced by Ms.
Nthabiseng Motete
The GLTP Community
3 expresses our sincere
. gopreciation for the
professiondism, fri endship
and above dl the comradeship which was
devdoped dongthe last few yeas. Jorge
Ferdo commented “..withou your joy and
high sense of humor, our megtings will never
be the same..... Your lessons and strengths will
reman a tressured pat of GLTP
memories.....\Wewish you dl the best in your
new endeavors. Thanks for your continuous
support. We will make GLTP avery successful
project! We are committed!”

Staff Hired for the Gonarezhou National
Park (GNP) in Zimbabwe

Hiring of staff for the GNP has begun after the
restructuring of the Zimbabwe Paks and
Wildlife Management Authority. Thefull staff
compliment of the GNP will comprise 55
offi cers, 50 rangers and 31 generd hands. To

dae dl the officers and about 80% of the
junior staff are dready recruited.

Exchange Visits continue

The GLTP organized exchange visits for the
locd communities from Makuleke in South
Africa, Shingwedzi and Limpopo in
Mozambique and Sengwe and Chiredzi in
Zimbabwe in February 2004. The am of these
exchanges was to share idess on potentiad
opportunities in conserveion. The visitstook
placein 2 phases. The first phase consisted of
a visit by the Makuléke community to
Mozambique, and the second phase a visit by
the Mozambicans and Zimbabweans to the
Makuleke area. The GLTP hopes to repest this
exercise in November/December 2004.

Park Boundary realignment Process

T he team responsible for demarcating the new
boundaries of the GLTP in Mozambique
continues to work. T he resource mapping team
consisting of an agriculturdist, arepresentative
from the provincd department of cadastrd
mapping, and 3 representatives from various
NGOs, and led by acommunity liaison officer
from the LNP compiled an inventory of land
uses and resources. From this, the placement of
the new boundary line between the support
zone and the rest of the park has been proposed
and gpproved. Workshops are scheduled to
continue this work.

Voluntary Resetlements to Commence in
LNP

Work on the vol untary resettlement policy and
compensaion framework is underway, and a
Resettlement  Working Group has been
established in the LNP. This group is working
with the communities currently residing within
the boundaries of the L NP. Subject to funding,
the resattlement will commence in 2005. The
Governor of Gaza Province recently visited the
villages of Bingo and Chibotane within the
LNP, to tdk with the communities about the
proposed voluntary reslettl ement process.
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Zimbabwe - South Africa - Mozambique
Working together

Ratification of the Gaza-Kruger-Gonarezhou Treaty

Thefind step has been taken in theraificaion
of the Gaza-Kruger-Gonaezhou (GKG)
agreement, with the sgning of the Portuguese
version. The English version of the agreement,
dso known as the “treay”, was signed in
November 2000. However under the
Mozambican legd systen the GKG
Agreement could not be ratified without
having signed the Portuguese version, which is
equdly authentic.

The Financee, Human Resources and
Legislaion Management Committee drafted an
Amendment to the GKG Agreement, which
provided for the three origina Portuguese texts
to be signed.

Thefind version with amendments was signed
a the Ministerid meeting for the GLTP a

Shingwedzi in South Africa on the 20" August
2004.

The agreement is based on the devd opment of
the GLT P with the shared desires ‘ to promote
ecosystem integrity, biodiversity conservation
and sustainable socioeconomic deveopment
across internationa boundari es’ .

The agreement covers such issues as
geographic ddimitation, the shared objectives,
principles and cooperdion, security and
borderline  control, implementation, the
institutiond framework, management plans,
financing and dispute settlement.

Signing of the find amendment in Portuguese of the GKG agreement by Hon Minister Fernando
Sumbana, Mozambique, Hon Minister Francis Nhema, Zimbabwe and Hon Minister Marthinus van
Schakwyk, South Africa




On the5" of August 2004 a group of 4whiterhinosco g o two males ajd two females

wer e translocated from the KNP in Sauth Africa to th ha sanctuary within the LNPin
Mozambique L ocal press werepresent at therdeasein Mozam@que Th%s:ﬁimalswere part of
atotal 10 individuds that weretransfocated to the sanctuary, r:Io.ﬁl'ugu_'t,t 2 They are thefirst
rhlnos tobetranslocated from«K NP tothe L NP Sanctuary, dthough 2 bullswere moved from the
outside tq the inside of the L NP sanctuary in 2002 .

Therhincswere released near the pen where dephantshave been released in thb past 4 years.
Therhmoswerereleased*outade of the pen, asmajor modifications would haveneeded to be

U

radlo telemetry and tracked usinga hdicopter twice per month.

Therhinos were moved usingthetransport baxesand vehide ecially designed for thispurpose
bdongingto the KNP. They were sedated by KNP vets to minimiz the stress on the animals
Translocations of animalsfrom KNP toL NP iscontinually occurring. Translocationsin August
induded Sable, Waterbuck, giraffe wildebeest, zbras, impalas warthog and roan. Thereare
also plansto translocate sable from GNPto LNPin the near future The numbers of animalsin
the LNP require augmentation because of itsformer u M concession (Coutada 16)

and dueto theyears of civil unrest in MozambL 1 -




Working

8¥ The'Animal Health for theEnvironment
and Deved opment (AHEAD) grganization
was instigated at theWarld !iks Congress
in,Durban in September’ 2003 The
instigators included thel UCN: Southern
Africa'Sustainable UseSpeuallst Group
(SASUSG), Véterinary Specialist Group
(VSG), AU-IBAR and others working with
Woarld Conservation Society. Theaim o the
organisation isto help lay the scientific'

v foundation‘for an mternanonal-enlmal xT

* health and natural resources managane@t
} mltla'tlve YV

e B e e it ~.

1 CO O aCo

organizations, ane of WhICh |sthe Great
Limpopo Trangrontier Conservation Areas
Working Group (GL TFCAWG). At the
Congress in Durban, some 80 participants
induding veterinarians, ecologists,
economists, wildlife managers and other
experts from Botswana, Kenya, Malawi,
Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa,
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe,
France, the United States, and the United
Kingdom, dedineated landscapes of
conservation priority across Southern and
East Africa with significant diseaseisaues at
the wildlifelivestock/human interface The
GLTFCA emerged as the group’shighest
priority wherewildlifepopulationswill be
contiguous across international borders.
Thehoeisthat progress can be madein
the GLTFCA throudh international and
interdisciplinary collaboration, and that a
successful gfort here could potentially serve
as ausgful modd for other places
facing dmilar challengesin Sauthern
and East Africa, and dsewhere

On the 7-8" June 2004 the AHEAD
GLTFCAWG had their 4™ medting in
Maputo Mozambique Thehighlights of
the meging were

A written Memorandum of
Understandingwill be
developed that will ddinea
cooperative alliance that will
emphasiz collaboration and

'rn-fd'fynation sharingwithout being
institutionally constraining.

A Memorandum of Understanding
will bedeveloped between the
AHEAD GL TFCAWG and-the
JMB to fadilitate better and more
immediate communication when
needed on issuesto do with!
reeearch outreach and: scuenoe.

I :'.lﬁaﬁﬁid Ve . -'.,-'.

'Qarl Pere'r’a (Umdacjede
1InF_plci,erm giaV -ermarla Ll D,
‘! Departa 0 te ar Ida‘&aAn I
Dlrecgao Nacional de Pecuéria,
Ministério da Agricultura e
Desenvolvimento Rural) and
colleagues are spearheading an
initiativeto devdop a Wildlife
Veterinary Unit for Mozambique
Theestablishment of thisauthority
responds to the SADC Protocol on
Wildlife Conservation and L aw
Enforcement on enforcing laws,
sharing information and building
capacity to manage wildlife and
assodated legislation. It also
responds to the common vision of
national veterinary authorities to
standardiz monitoring and control
of disease transmission between
wildlife and domestic stock.

David Cummings o the AHEAD
GLTFCAWG ispreparinga
concept document of all projects.
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Disease and the GLTP

Transfer of diseaseis alwaysan isue when
considering the trandrontier parks around
theworld. Thereis an ongangdebate
around buffalo translocationsin the GLTP
for precisdy thisreason. The story of this
debate was outlined in the April to June
issued ‘Talk of the Trandrontier’.
The main diseases of concern are Bovine
Tuberculosis (BTh), Bovine Brucdlosis
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), Corridor
Disease, Distemper, Rabies and African
;-SNlnefever All of these diseases dfect, and
can becarried and tr,
" wildlife and domesti
can be afected by th
kudu, buffalg, hogs, imp
! pigsand sheep.Domeiti

ck, Aanais
SEASes nd‘q

' present thereareapprommately 20000

' peoplelivi ginsidethe L NP with their
. livestock
. pay'le 6000 goats, 2000 sheep and 500 pigs,

well asunquantified numbers of domestic -

! .dogsand cats.
Monitoring of the buffalo populationsin
KNP isundertaken regularly. Some

monitoring of thelivestock and existing
falopcpulatlcnsm Moamblquel Ne

Ome p
eyson FMD, BTh, and
0som@sys in domest
t is vital to establish t
* the status of disease
interfacein the
A stuly.p bp-’o

moni g 1-0 i

H I'v X
Livestod drquﬁmblque, Jabobus z
wildlife veterinarian from Ngongani, South
‘' Africa and Manfred Tanner,a wildlife
veterinarian from Germany. Theproposal
would investigate the wild and domestic
animal health statusin the L NP by
addressing the epidemiological situation in

*' " both domestic and wild animals with the -

objective of proposing and implementing
‘appropriate disease prevention strategies

. within thewildlife, livestock and human
interface " s
Thecompleteremova] of theborder fences
and translocationsdf animals within the
GLTPRwill.lead to contigucus populations of
animals. Before thisocours it isvital tohave

smitted by both A

e, L

,'_,il'rd“ “gqys‘ — 'u.?.‘.

nsisting of approximately 10000

the basdinedata and theinfrastructure to
manage and use thisdata.

Therearea number of projects underway in
the GLTP addressingtheisues of disease,

as part of the AHEAD initiative, and these
indude

KNP, Sauth Africa

*1.  Bovinetuberculosis biannual
'*-. survey

! 2 Longltudlnar study o BTb by Paul
y T Ctos ;
P 4;3{,. leq.oelnatlon pr'OJ_ect
N 4t .ﬂ_zl_d Co atlvestudy efmfectlve and
'i..'-“: ok T Qnﬂopulanons g
ilar epidemiol
9 -'.'..-T-"';q.):g qu
‘ o
. ) eil'i'ahoe
Te tof dlaglostlc

nic -' for pad"lyderms

f aranged

NP, Il-
:‘ &in V Q/Of theincidence
of BTb in the&}engwecommunal
land ¢

2. FMDin kudu and impala

’1.1. v

3." Tsasesurvellance and monitoring




Feline Immunodefi'b'kem\ncy Virus in the GLTP - the'REAL 'Story....

In recent months'there hasbeen so'mg press on'the complex isaue of Feine Immunedeficiency
Virus (FIV) affec,‘ung I|an in KNP.and"af -ectlng theviahility o thelion populationsintthe
GLTP.
“ Veterinarians from the KN d theAH EAD GLTFCA working group comment th@t tothe best
of thar Knowledge FIV doesn any major impaction lions espedially healthyllons and that ./
they do not know of any dinical d| inlionsfrom this virus.
Meémbers of the lUCN Veterinary Spedialist Group, the Cat Spedialist Group, IheAfrlcan |':IOI”I
Worklhng Group and other experts haveprepared thefollowingfact sheet on the status of FIV-in—
southern AfriJcan lion populations.

g i —
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Irr The Facts

5
i

FIV isalentivirusthat infects both wild and domestic feine pecies-and is dosdy reatedto -
human immunoddiciency virus (HI1V). Species-specific strains o FlV havebemn isolated from
the domestic cat, puma, lion, leopard and Pallas’ cat-- Ihthe.qomestlc t, thevirusis presentin
blood and saliva, and bitingisbédieved to be the most commen way tha@virusis transmitted
among the cats. - Domestic cats infected with: FIV develop changesin the numbers of T
lymphocyteblogd cdls over a period ofimonthsto years analogeus to those seen with HIV/AIDS
in people. Whilef# infection isusually associated with abnormal T-lymphocyte counts, this
does not necessarily result in aeompromised immune system: Some infected demestic cats
deveop dinical problems resulting in increased mortality, while others showsho sghsof illness
and have anormal life expectancy.
FIV infection inwild Africanilionshasnot been associated with overt dinical sgnsand.thereis
no encethat FIV infection results in increased mortality. Some FlV-infected captive lions
have yed thesame changesin T |ymphocyte counts as echibited by infected domestic cats
but thereis little evidencethat infection results in clinical sions or increased mortality.
Africantlionsiin eastern and southern Africahavethe highest prevalence of FIV infection of any
wild fdinewith nearly 100% of adults infected in several areas. Although recognizd only in the
last few decades, FIV has been present in wild lion' populationsfor prelonged periods, possbly
thousands o years. The most detailed studies of FIV have been conducted on the lionsof the
Serengeti National Park in Tanzania, where thelion strain wasfirst recogni zd in the mid-1980s.
L ong-term studiesof individuals sampled in the 1980sand 1990s showed no differencein survival
between. animal sithat were infected at an early agevs. thoseinfected at a later age. Duringa
severeoutbreak caninedistemper virus (CDV) in theSerengeti in 1994, FIV-infected animals
1 y to diefrom CDV than animalsthat were not infected with FIV. In addition,
n population hasdoubled over the past 10yrs, sothese lions are dearly vigorous
despite the ubiquity o thevirus.
Thelionsd Kruger National Park, Scuth Africa areinfected with FIV at asimilar rate (and for
at least aslong) as theSerengeti lions. Accordingly, it isunlikey that FIV alone represents a
health threat to Kruger lions Theprimehealth threat to the Kruger lionsisconsidered to bethe
recent spread into thepopulation of bovinetuberculosis (BTh) caused by the bacterium
Mycobacterium bovis. Mycobacterium beviSieauses disease in fdids regardless of ther FIV status
Whether the course of M. boviSHT in EIV-infected lionsisdifferent hasnot been
deter mined.
Although BTbh and CDV can‘eause serioushealth problemsin lions, itisunlikey that FIV poses a
serious threat to lionswhere IV, hasbeen present for extended periods o time Of thelion
populations tested todate, only thosein Etosha National Park; Namibia and Hluhluwe-Umf ol 0z
Reserve South Africa (and satellite populationsof these established by translocations) havetested
negative. However, recent testing suggests that these populations may be infected with adifferent
strain not detected using earlier methodologies. If any of thesepopulationsaretruly FIV-
negative, theselionsmay not beresistant to FIV induced disease as they have nothad a chance to
adapt to thevirusduringevolution. Therefore, when translocating lions between populations,
prudence suggests not introducing FIV-infected lionsinto FI'V-negative lion populations ,JII




Elephant management in all types o paiks

—national, trandrontier and prlvatelsan
extremey sensitive and contentiousisdie
“‘Eleﬁhantsaremtelhgent social mammals;®

thar sheer sze makesthem all the &%
~=morevisiblein e Thishas #8

résulteddn theMianagement o geghants noF

..Jongermngsmplyasqgmhcs{bjax but
LEY econo o political issugd. . ¢
= int ure Larbe Ny bgrsef
e!ephantsarebeggb,jdmed,for e?dr.@ad
ecological . damage ovegaqmlon, rn"’ﬁ
v he'K “_[:-.%.u‘ Sd'g)ﬁq’]j;

il -ﬁ SowWesti mated at a'rouﬁg.is-_::_

):ind rdua! \ Snceaoratorium was.
placed on culling 10 years ago.
Very much simplified, therearefive main
optionsfor dephant management to
maintain numbers at an ecologically vieble
leve. All gptionshavepros and cons
Contraception is a long term solution, and
although it does not help in theimmediate
future Itisavery expensive option, because
animalsneed to bedarted from hdicopters.
Itisalsologistically difficult wherethereare
large numbers of dephantsover a large
area.
Translocation to other parksisan agreeable
option, but alsovery expensveand dten
involves only small
numbers of
individuds. It
requires specdalized
equipment,
personne and follow
up monitoring.
Thereis always the
risk with
translocation that
the animals will
return home, such
asthedephants ' i
translocated to L NP, whoreurned to the
KNP.
Cullingwas the method of control used in
KNP until 1995. It isa controversial method
that dicits strong reactions (both for and
against) and isquestioned ethically.
Theordically it is the most cost efective
method of dephant control, and the
subsequent products, such asmeat, hide and
ivory are a potential sourceof revenuefor
future dephant management.
Fencing off exclosuresto allow plant pecies
that arethreatened by dephantstobe
protected has been undertaken in Addo
Elephant National Park in Sauth Africa.

|nterferenceW|th the eoosystem which is
often stated as one o the major problems
with management of many isues in parks
and reserves. It ishowever unethical to
reduce water availability for the express
purpose o reducingdephant populations
Despitethevarying views, dephant
management in the GLTP will bebased on
scientific evidence, from fidd experiments,
such asthose conducted in Addo Elephant
National Park in South Africa, mapping and
monitoring of impacts and madding and on
theresults of the public review and
comment process.

An Elephant Management Plan iscurrently
in preparation for theGLTP. CEO of
SANParks, Dr David Mabunda stated, on
the subject of dephant management, that
‘Webdievethat a singetool option to a
complex situation is
nether desirable nor
feasible Perhaps the
solution liesin a
toolbox consisting of
multiple options tobe
applied over timeto
addressimmediate,
medium and long term
objectives of
maintainingviable
dephant pgoulationsin
: theinterest of
b|0d|verS|ty
Thepostion o management of dephantsin
the GLTP will betransparent and goened to
public review and comment beforethe plan
isfinalizd. Tofurther explorethe options
for management and to explore an
appropriate, comprehensive dephant
management strategy, SANPARKS is
hosting ‘The Great Elephant Indaba on
dephant management from 19™M-21%
October 2004.

A range of affected and interested
stakeholders will participatein thelndaba,
induding government agencies, community
representatives, partnersin transfrontier
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conservation, conservation, NGOs
provincial conservation authorities, private
conservation organisations, academics, the
- sumédiaand the general public.
"We areexpecting participation from all
these'sectorsin order for ustobe
ableto concude the debate on the
management of ‘dephant8in protected
areas, specificallytn National Parks,” said
Wanda Mkutshulwa, Head of
Communications: Says Dr David Mabunda:
“Wearelooking at abroad level of
representation in order to enaurethat the
discussians at the workshop take into.. #*
consideration all the different aspects to this
challenge.”
Discussionsat the Indabawill bebased on
“the fallewing topics:
The possbleimpact of dephantson
biodiversity
The conservation status and future of
dephants in protected areas
in southern Africa
Ethics and valuesfor management of
eephants
Thesocdal impact of protected areas
(potential risks and benefits
to neghbaurs) ;
Optionsfor managng eephants
(translocation, contraception,
cullingand others)

Mabundaadded: “Onehasto understand
the challenge of managing dephant
populationsisnot just a SANParks or South
African isuue It cutsacross thecountry and
region, hencethe nead for us toinvite even
representatives from oeur neighbouring
countries who,are affected by theescalating
dephant paoulations.”

As aresult of thelndabarecommendations
will-bemade on effectiveandfinandally

~*sustainable approaches to dephant

management through meaningful
participation by theinterested and aff ected
stakeholders, however Br Mabunda stated
that “it would benaiveto expect-a perfect
solution from a anee-of f workshop. The ...
Indabawill simply open thedebate and
identify specific optionsthat may be
adopted ...".

A number o debateshave been hed
recently in anticipation of the Great
Elephant Indaba At each o these debates
the optionswere discussed, but no consensus
was reached.

Overall the GL TPwill manageit’'s
dephantsaccording to ajoint management
policy on the broader issues, although each
park will:manage the Pecificsindividually.

Housing and Infrastructure in the Limpopo National Park

A great step forward inrealizng thetrue
transfrontier nature of theGLTPisthe
construction and standardiztion of quality
of infrastructure between
thethree National Parks
involved. The LNP in
Mozambiqueis moving
ahead in leapsand bounds
in thisisue

The Design Deve opment
Report for thefirst phase
of devdlopment of the park
management
infrastructurein theL NP
in Mozambiqueisnow
completed. Thereport
contains thebasic and
detailed objectives of the
devd opments, conceptual

designs and drawingsof thebuildings tobe
constructed, and an implementation plan
and budget.

Initial buildingsin thisfirst
phasewill indude 6 staff
houses, ahead dfice complex
and associated engineering
infrastructure services, such as
water, sewerage, dectricity and
roads.

Thetendersfor the
construction of thestaff
accommodation have already
been awarded.

Thedesignsfor thewilderness
hiking trailscamp, the 4x4 trail
camps and the Massingir
camping site have dsobeen
completed.

Hdder Mandlae and Elias Maeus Mundlovu, employees of the LNP a the current staff
accommodation, Zona de Giriyondo, August 2004.
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# Do you have something to say about the GLTP?
# Do you have something to say about any of the artides you have read in this newsletter?
& Do you just have something to say?

Please send us your comments, thoughts questions and idess to the following address a the GLTP:

ljferrao @tvcabo.co.mz or jackie bi ce@tvcabo.co.mz

A note from the Editor:

Wedl thelast two issuesdrew a few comments, which | really
_ appredated and will endeavor to incorporate your suggestionsinto
thenewsletter Butdon't stop“' Kep thesuggestlons coming, and
n't f.orget t.hes.lbmjssonsd your stories.
alichter r ngtg.r ra:ently-stayed at the Covane Cummunlty L odge
and visited theL NP with mybfother_?nd 1year old daughter, Ava.
Tﬁéadbf‘mgdattm__gq_qma 2 received at OoVameI:'odge
‘was warm and we coming..Th | "on'e
wM-assng;,r Dam, and the sunsets over the dam from thewewmg and
- Thefoa:i"ﬂcepared for us at the lodgeby peoplefrom the Canhane mmunlty wasddrcr(zusa_.nd
. saved with care S ' K v
- TheLNngsabeautﬁulpark althaugh theroadswereallttlem
infrastructureis bemgdeveloped m‘thepark S0 it can only improve.

N ~ 4WD, nowisthetimeto go. . U 4 S5 ol
Ry :':1 ~“Wevisited the sanctuary and saw pﬁ‘enty of animals and interestil
LT +hatthese'an|mals ay have been coming back and forth acti@ss
"t ;rré'ns\‘ isthewholepoint of thisinitiative
it i Ieok forw watching thedevelopment of the park, ana
o ™ oqt]'f@staymg at the Covane Community L odge
. Atélogo”

" I---- -.,J_\ .drneli%t&w -

Il -ﬂ' - R -
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See you In the next issue
In December 2004




