The Missionvale Care Centre – The growth of a miracle
It took root as a humble backyard Mission.  It branched out to become a vital life-line for severely deprived people.  With your help, it will continue to GROW.  Without your help, it will DIE. 
1.  Overview

The Missionvale Care Centre operates in the extremely poor informal shackland township of Missionvale in Port Elizabeth, South Africa – part of the wider Nelson Mandela Metropole.

2. Mission Statement and Goals

Purpose
To improve the life of the people of Missionvale, through love, consultation, participation and self-development

Goals

To provide an essential health, social and spiritual service;

To provide primary and pre-primary school education and other forms of educational development;

To promote a stable and harmonious home and community environment;

To develop a sense of pride and ownership in the people of Missionvale.
3. Who does the Care Centre serve?
· Pre-primary and primary school children and illiterate adults

· People suffering from malnutrition and its causes

· HIV/AIDS care

· People who need medical care

· Mother/baby care

· Alcoholics and substance abusers

· People needing spiritual comfort

· People needing social/psychological care

· Senior citizens

We respond to the many needs of the people in the circumstances they live in.

4. The people of Missionvale and the surrounding  communities

The extremely poor and destitute families whom the Missionvale Care Centre impacts on live in an informal township which still has a bucket toilet system, communal taps for water supply, very few recognizable roads and many illegal electrical connections.  There are an estimated 100,000 people living in Missionvale and surrounding townships. Unemployment levels are over 70% and the number of HIV/AIDS infected people is in the region of 60%.

The incidence of sickness and diseases of the poor such as TB is extremely high.  There are many orphaned children and caring grandparents who come to the Centre for help.

5. Management, governance and staff.

Sister Ethel Normoyle is the Founder and Director of the Care Centre with a staff of a Manager and fourteen paid employees working in the various operating units.  On a daily basis there is a large group of volunteers from the local community who assist with various daily tasks and projects at the Centre.

The Missionvale Care Centre Trust, made up of volunteer Trustees from the Nelson Mandela Metropole business community, provides financial support and governance for the Care Centre. The Trust is registered in terms of South African Law as a Public Benefit Organization and as a Non Profit Organization.

6.  Funding

The Missionvale Care Centre relies entirely on donations to cover all of the operating costs, and expansions, which are required to meet the needs of the community. 

7.  History and Milestones

1988 – Sister Ethel Normoyle, a member of the Little Company of Mary, came to Missionvale eager to share the Gospel values of compassion and love with the poor. She set up a school and basic clinic under a tree.

1988 – A group of concerned business leaders visited the area, resulting in the building of 3 small rooms for the school and clinic.

1988 – Mother Theresa visited the Centre

1989 – Union of Jewish Women chose Sister Ethel as Woman of the Year

1990 – Sister Ethel was chosen as Port Elizabeth Citizen of the Year

1992 – The first phase of the Care Centre officially opened. This included a fully equipped clinic, nutrition   

             unit and library and admin offices.

1995 – Opening of the two Pre-primary classrooms

1995 – Queen Elizabeth visited the Care Centre Centre and in her Christmas message to
            the Commonwealth, she paid tribute to the wonderful work that Sister Ethel does

            at the Care Centre.

1997 – Opening of the Community Hall - used for skills training and later, a Crafters Centre.

2001 – Sr Ethel received an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Port Elizabeth

2002 – Opening of the clothing warehouse.
2002 - Opening of Our Lady of the Wayside Church.
2004 – Sister Ethel awarded two Paul Harris Fellowships by Rotary.
2004 -   Community Gardens become viable after improved water supply and training are accessed.

2005 – Opening of four classroom Primary School Building by Mr. Gerard Corr – Irish ambassador.

8.  Where we are at present
Our schools supply hope, education, care, nourishment and protected playgrounds for 160 of the children of Missionvale – many of whom are infected or affected by HIV/AIDS.

Our Nutrition Centre cares for 900 heads of families, who would otherwise go hungry – again most of whom are infected or affected by HIV/AIDS.  People bring recycling material in exchange for their daily nutrition. 

The Self-Help projects – i.e. community garden and crafters and ABET classes, continue to develop, giving many of the residents of Missionvale a new sense of pride and the opportunity to better themselves.

A therapy program for HIV/AIDS is in daily use to detox and stimulate the immune system of the patients, and this is supported by nutrition and vitamins.
Support groups are in place for those infected and affected HIV/AIDS.
We make donations of medicines to assist the Municipal clinic.
Father Christmas brings gifts to about 5000 children yearly.
9.  The Way forward  - a Blueprint for the Future

Despite the hope, growth and miracle that is the Missionvale Care Centre, the prevailing tragedy is that the demands for health care and welfare facilities far outweigh the resources currently available at the Centre.  Everyday more people crowd into the shacklands of Missionvale, in conditions of dire poverty

With the guidance of Sister Ethel Normoyle the Missionvale Care Centre endeavours to meet these ever-increasing needs.  Our two primary focus areas are Education and Health, as we believe it is through the development of our children that more opportunities will be opened to allow them to move away from the stifling environment which poverty and disease create.

OUR CHILDREN ARE THE FUTURE OF OUR LAND.

We need your support please, as we build a Skills Development Centre where we will have afternoon classes for teenagers and young adults, and where music will also be taught.

This new unit will also house a Resource and Support Centre for those suffering from HIV/AIDS.  In partnership with St Francis Hospice, we are planning to take the love, compassion and support offered at the Missionvale Care Centre, into the homes of the sick and the dying via qualified home-based care- givers.  The unit will be the springboard from which they will operate, as well as supplying a sanctuary for day patients in need of rest, hydration, counseling and nutrition.

In order to train caregivers, educators and to set up the infrastructure for this new phase of our history, we are completely dependent on our current and future benefactors. We look to you on behalf of the people ho depend on us for their physical and spiritual survival.

For this project we require R4 million
Currently we have R400 000
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